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What is asbestos?

Asbestos is naturally occurring silicate mnerals that
can be separated into fibers, such as chrysotile,
anosite and crocidolite (pictured right fromthe top).

Sone asbestos materials break into snall
fibers which float in the air. These
fibers can be inhaled. The tiny fibers
are so small they cannot be seen with

t he naked eye. They can pass through
the filters of nornmal vacuum cl eaners,
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MICROSCOPE asbestos fibers can becone | odged in
human tissue for a long tinme. After nany years
cancer can devel op.

What are asbestos-containing products?

Asbestos fibers are strong, durable, and resistant to heat and
fire. They are also long, thin and flexible, so that they can be
woven into cloth. Some of the nore common asbest os-containi ng
products are pipe-coverings, insulating cenent, joint conpounds,
floor and ceiling tiles, duct insulation for heating, and roofing
products. (The picture above shows a typical asbestos insul ated
heati ng pipe found in sonme ol der hones.)

How can we protect ourselves from asbestos?

1) Do not drill, chip, hamer, scratch, break and sweep if the

mat eri al s contain asbestos. 2) Know the history of the buil dings
and the roons where you work. Contact Public Wrks Environnental
O fice at DSN 264- 3552 for any suspect materials that may contain
asbestos. 3) Snoking in asbestos suspected areas increases chances
for cancer. 4) Wear and mai ntain your Personal Protective

Equi prent. 5) Place caution signs in and around asbest os known
areas. 6) Get required physical check-ups. 7) Educate yourself
asbestos and its effects.



